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ABSTRACT 

This curriculum guide suggests ways for teachers to 
provide students with learning experiences which develop 
communication skills and facilitate the learning of language 
concepts. The guide, whose design is process oriented and student 
centered, can be used as a basis for developing an individual 
language arts program for every student. Eight conceptual statements 
serve as the basis for the program: "language is symbolic" includes j 
discussion of the uses and values of symbols; "language is used to 
communicate" discusses the importance of language in observing, 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing; "language changes 
constantly" discusses geographic, social, and historical effects on 
language; "language is a form of social behavior" discusses the 
relationship between culture and language; "language has power" 
discusses the use and misuse of language in the media; "language is 
structured" discusses grammar, vocabulary and syntax; "language is 
basically oral" discusses the effects of verbal and nonverbal 
expression on oral language; and "written language is a 
representation of oral language*" discusses the relationship between 
oral and written language. (TS) 
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73 lutrjductiun 

This curriculum g'^iie ^. sug^ejitive raCucr than compreb£ssislve • It do^s aot 
provide a complete language arts progr«i« IUther> It suggests ways for the 
teacher to provide learning xperiences which develop communication skills 
and which facilitate the leai-ning of language concepts and understandings* 
The design of the guide is process-^oriented and student-centered, and teachers 

can use the guide as a basis for d:ivelqpins .#.^..i^^^Yyy,§'l.A^5^>£yL^.^^^^ ^J^A.PJfL?S^^ 
for each student. 

Eight conceptual statements serve as the basis for the language arts 
program. The ^^derstandings, learning experiences, and skills .-.eloped 
in relation to each of the conceptual statements. 

The K-12 Skills Chart includes those skills which are developed in a 
language arts program. The lines on the chart indicate the grades in which the 
skill is systematically introduced. A readiness for each skill is often 
developed at an earlier grade. 

The functional skills are marked with an asterisk ^d are considered basic 
and should be mastered by the time a student leaves school. 

A suggested checklist at the end of the skiHa chart csm be used to assess 
t! V xof^r^ss of each student. 

Suggested assessment acfivitias bsye bean davalopad for each concftpt 
and Include several understandings iiitb ecq^hasis on the functional skills 
th^::". ire indicated in the skills chart list. 
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A conceptual language arts program with a student-centered emphasis 
encourages students to refine the conmiunication skills needed in an in- 
creasingly complex and constantly changing society* The complexity of 
this society demands that vaiae .judgments be made and that these judgojents 
be coimnunicated. 

The social, emotional^ and intellectual needs of each child influence 
the development cf both practical communication skills and humanizing 
values. The school provides a learning environment through which the student 
learns varieties of acceptable usage and creative ways of expressing 
thought and emotion* 

Consequently, we believe that an effective English language arts 
program based upon this philosophy provic'es opportunities for the student 
to develop: ' ^ ^ ^ ^ . 

ar understanding of language as an integral part of culture and 
as the primary means of communication; 

a sensitivity to the feelings and needs of others through an 
understanding of language and literature; 

an understanding of the power of words; 

an understanding t appreciation » and enjoyment of literature; 
a positive self -concept; 
effective reading skills; 

skills for communicating in oral and written language with 
^xty> accuracy, and appropriateness; 

-ftective study skills and work habits; 

listening skills; 

critl<--?^l thinking skills vind intellectual curiosity; 
1 creative use of language; 

criteria for making selections from the mass media* 



ERLC 



IV 



BEST COPY AVASLABLE 

TRI^COUNTY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
General Conceptual Statements K-12 

I. Language Is sytobolic. 

A. A sytobol is an abstraction from reality* 

B. Man is a sytnbol makixig animal. 

C. The sound of the vord may suggest its meaning. 

D. Words in language may have symbolic reference. 

E. Language is arbitrary: there is no natural connection 
between word and its referent. 

F. Language must be learned. 

G. People can communicate non-verbally through the use of 
time» placement in space > facial expressions » tou^» and 
gestures. 

U. People can communicate through paralanguage • 

II. Language is used to communicate* 

A. Coismunication involves a sender » a message, and a receiver. 

B. The message must be mutually understandable. 

C. Language informs » influences^ and entertains. 

D» Language makes possible the transmission of perceptions and 
xperiences. 

1% Language communication includes skills of impression and 
eacpression in 

1. Observing 

2* Listening 

3. Speaking 

4. Reading 

5. Writing 
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III* Language changes constc^.^iy. 

A. Language changes bec^iuta of geographic and social setting* 



!• All sj a is dialectal* 

2* Dialects are van ics of lang^oage which differ from 
each other in pronunciation ^ vocabulary, and granaai^r* 

3. Dialects reflect functional varieties or cultural 
levels of language. 

a* Prestige dialect (Standard English) is a cultural 
level spoken by emulated members of the population* 

b. An in-group dialect is a functional variety used 
to exclude nouMaembc^s und to give identity to grv ^. 
iiiembers* 

4* Socialization processes and geographic isolation account 
for the de^'elopment of different languages and of dif ferm- 
ent dialects vithin a language. 

5* Each individual has his own idiolect* 

B* Language changes historically* 

1. Words enter our languige in many ways: 

a* Coining xrords - Example: hot dog» kleenex 

b* Borrowing foreigb expression - Exajiq>le: plsza 

c* Developing slang terms Example: groovy 

d* Clipping words - ExaJ3q)le: phone 

e* Compounding words - Example: baseball 

^. Affixing - Example: cigar/ette 

g* Blending - Example: smog 

h* Forming acron3nns - Examples: scuba 

2, Meanings of words change by: 

o* Generalization (wider) Example: hazard 
b. Specialization (narrower) Example: meat 
c Amelioration (better) Example: steward 
d, Pejoration (worse) Example: fool 
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IV4 Language Is a form o£ ^jlu. Dehav:^..r 

A. Appropriate language patterns vary according to the social 
setting in which they occur, 

B* A speaker or writer '.r.nsiders the age, interests, and back- 
ground of the listop.e? j: reader. 

C. Shifting loyalties and goals * both personal and social, mo- 
tivate people to change language patterns. 

D. Language reflects cu t-re and is a part of one's personal experience. 
E* Language usage reflects group and individual identity ♦ 

V« Language has power. 

A. Langua<?^ tm « poirerfol isAt^iMsmtit tor influaaclisg and 

controlling thoughts and actirmi.- 

Language usage requires care and responsibility. 

. C. Since all conuaunicaticn has imp lied respcases, it is impor-- 
tant that receivers recognize the tone of each message* 

D« Language is influenced by mass media* 

1* Mass media accelerate itzigu^a com^tcstittm^ 

2* Mass media increase the need for crltloil IZitcikl^. 

3# Mass media increase the ZB^i tor 8tcsi4«rd8 of 'selecttofi*. 

E* Words in a language have many meanings* 



1* The power of language depends on the words that are chosen 
' and their arrangement* 

2. The context in which a word appears determines its meming* 

3. In life and literature^ words acquire a cluste^ of meanings 
on different levels of experience* 

4. The connotation of words is more useful in persuading 
people than the denotation of words. 

. Words acquire connotation as a result of individual and 
group association and experiences with them. 

The meaning most gmeraliy agreed upon by users is the 
denotative meaning of the word* 
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VI. Language is structureJi it is syi>^amatic and complete. 

A. Organisation in language is necessary for meaningful communication. 

B. The major grammatical device in English is word order arrangement • 
Sentence order af i-.m paragraph development. 

The systematic use of piLch> stress, and Juncture affects meaning in 
oral communication. 

E. Each language has its ovm sound patterns, grammatical symbols, 
vocabulary, and syntax. 

F. The language system of every culture is adequate for its needs but 
no language system defines reality. 

LanguaiKe systems allow . *^xpansion and giowth* 

H. The flejdbility of language make? it pc^ssible to express the Ideas ^ 

VII. Language is basically oral. 

A. Oral language is first learned by imication. 

B. Oral language facilitates the open-ended exchange of ideas; written 
language tends to crystallize ideas. 

C. The intonation system of a language provides more exact clues to the 
jaeaaing than any written representation can provide. 

D. Verbal and non-verbal expression affects the meaning of oral language. 
Written language is a representation of oral language. 

A. The recording of language requires symbolization of sounds* 

B. Written symbols cannot duplicate speech. 

C. Spelling is thfe ordering of ♦:he written symbols of language. 

D. To communicate in w:-itiiig it is necessary for the encoder and the 
decoder to have a mutual understanding of the written symbol. 

E. The decoding process in reading involves the interaction between the 
jdcodar or writer and the decoder or reader. 

F. fluctuation indicates the intonational characteristics of the language. 
C. Th': language of recorded literature reflects the culture of its time« 
K. Writ , en language may be influenced by regional dialects. 
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SKILL 



IDENTIFIES LIKENESSES AJJD DIFFERENCES IN SOUNDS 
IDENTIFIES VOICE CHANGE SIGri\LS AS CFA*TGES IN FEELING 
FOLLOWS ORAL DIRECTIONS 

RELATES ENVIRONMENTAL SOUNDS TO SPECIFIC SITUATION 
IDENTIFIES MAIN IDEA 

DISTINGUISHES BETWEEN FACT AND OPINION 
SPEAKS CLEARLY 

EXPRESSES A THOUGHT AS A VERBAL MESSAGE 
IDENTIFIES WRITTEN SYMBOLS WITH SPOKEN LANGUAGE 
MAKES AURAL AND VISUAL DISCRIMINATIONS 
ASSOCIATES LITERAL MEANINGS WITH WRITTEN SYMBOLS 
PERCEIVES THAT WORDS MAY HAVE MULTIPLE MEANINGS: MAKES 

SELECTION APPROPRIATE TO CONTEXT 
PERCEIVES CONNOTATIVE AS WELL AS DENOTATIVE QUALITIES OF WORDS 
STATES MAIN IDEAS AND DETAILS IN OTHER SELECTIONS 
PLACES IDEAS IN SEQUENCE 
MAKES GENERALIZATIONS 

SEES CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS: READING 
WRITES BASIC PATTERNS FOR VARIOUS PURPOSES 
WRITES PARA.GRAPH FOR SPSCIFIC PURPOSE 
DETERMINES PURPOSE FOR READING 
COLLECTS INFORMATION FROM A VARIETY OF SOURCES 
USES PARTS OF A BOOK 

IDENTIFIES A SEQUENCE OF IDEAS AND SELECTS THOSE THAT ARE MOST IMPORTANT 
RECOGNIZES TECHNIQUES OF PSQPAGANDA AND PERSUASION 
STATES THE PROBLEM 
laj^r^TIFIES NEEDED INFORKAIION 
GATHERS INFORMATION 

aESPQNDS NON-VERBALLY TO A VERBAL MESSAGE 
RESPONDS NON-VESmLY TO A SOH-VERBAL MESSAGE 
INTERPRETS FACTS 

DETERMINES CAUSE AND EFFECT: THINKING 
DECn-ES WHETHER STATaiENXS ARE TRUE OR FALSE 

wp.n'Es iv^mcsjFi letters 
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Suggestion for using the skills checklist 

1, Across the top of your graph paper enter your class roster. 

2. Down the left hsnd side of the graph paper list the basic functional 
skills. (These pages may be xeroxed.) 

J. Diagnose each pupil using the assessment activities. 

4. PHcf a check for each skill that a particular individual has 
..vi^-.2red 

5. up pupils with common skill deficiencies for instruction. 

6. re-diagnose throughout the school year. 
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GLOSSARY 



a word formed from the initial leiier or letters of each of the 
successive part or paiLs of a compound term; e.g. snafu, radar 

affix - a bound inorphan:i vl.: * ur^ before or behind a base, e.g., un ; 

^ing 

amelioration - improvement 

connotation - the suggesting of a meanin^^j^ a word apart from the thing 
It explicitly names or describes 

convergent - moving toward union or uniform 

denotation a direct specific nip-^ninn 

divergent - differing from each other or a standard 

dialect - a variation of a language sufficiently different to be considered a 
separate entity but not different enough to be classed as a separate 
language 

esperanto - an artificial international language based as far as possible on 
words common to the chief European languages 

general semantice - a branch of language study dealing with the idea that 

language has power and affects behavior 

^<iare - a distinctive type of category of literary composition 

grammar - the pronunciation formation of words and combination of words into 
larger groups 

fcr. .^Ica] symbol - diacritical markings and punctuation marks. 

grapheme the written representation of the sounds of a language; a letter or 
letters which represent a phoreme 

hyp< rbw. extravagant exaggeration 

'.ci - ct - the language or speech pattern of one individual at a particular 
period of hxS life 

kl'^^:i9ls - t^e patterned bodily movements which accOiUpany speech 

;;'*4^ctaxv ' ne pauses or near pauses which connect various parts of a sentence 

iangua;5e - set c».bitrary S3mbols (words) which are placed in orderly 

: calationship with one another according to conventions accepted and 
t^derstood by the speakers for the transmission of j^tssages 

lins^iistic - ;.he scientific study of human language 

metaph or - -"l -re of speech in which a word or a pheme literally denoting 
one kind of objc^ .t or idea is used in place of another to suggest 
^ a likeness or anal jgy' between then (a* g. > the sKlp plows the sea) 

^ 4<i 
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morpheme - the smaMest meaningful uf'^^s m ihe structure of a word 

paralanguage - non verbal e such as gestures or body language 

paj oration - a w>rd, sutf^x^ a phrase which tends to make worse 

phoneme - the smallest significant unit ot speech, the speech s unds of a 
language 

phonology - the study of the functija of speech sound 

pitch ^ the highness or lovness of a sound - the frequency ot the vibrations 
of sound waves reaching the ii;>tener' . r^ars. 

rebus - a representation of words or syllables by pictures of oDj-ll. 
whose names' re&einbJe the 'intended words 

stress ^ changes in a speaker ^s volume 

syntax - that phrase of grammar - a series ot rules or a set of directions for 
generating new sentences as well as patterns for the analysis of 
existing sentences 

transformational gramnar - a series of rules or a set of directions for 

generating new sentences as well as patterns for the analysis of 
existing sentences. 
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